Connie Barnes






Thursday, April 13, 2017

18215 Ballinger Way NE 

First, I want to thank you all as our City Council members for recently moving forward to support the LFP Stewardship Foundation’s second grant application to the King County Conservation Futures with the intent to acquire 5 Acre Woods.

Most of us look to our parks for active engagement. While some might argue that sports fields provide for optimal active play and engagement, I strongly believe that the plan for 5 Acre Woods affords a very diverse and inclusive level of active engagement as in vigorous playground activity, hiking up and down trails, and actively exploring the wonders of the natural world that surrounds us but is often overlooked in this technology focused era we all live in; not to mention providing active and ongoing engagement that would be made accessible to ALL ages and ALL abilities.

Additionally, 5 AW would allow citizens to actively engage in the skills of observation, inquiry, curiosity and problem solving  along with opportunities for school field trips, educational research and environmental projects, as well as active community service opportunities.
As you know, there is currently great support from our residents for the LFP Stewardship Foundation’s plan as evidenced by the many community meetings, visits to the site and tireless efforts by many members of our community to identify, acquire and continue to research grant sources as well as reaching out with success to  residents and private donors to pledge their support to help fund this acquisition. 

We still have work to do, but our momentum is forward moving and growing. 

In the spirit of moving forward, I trust that you, our City Council, as representatives of our community, will continue to engage with Seattle Public Utilities to help finalize this acquisition as funds become available. Additionally, I thank you in advance for maintaining contact with Rep. Gerry Pollet who continues to be supportive of the acquisition of 5 AW and has encouraged our city to submit an application this summer in a timely manner to acquire state funding for possibly up to $250,000 from the state’s 2018 budget. What an opportunity for us all to have this strong support from our state as well!

By maintaining these connections with Seattle Public Utilities and our elected state officials, you will be making important contacts to help move this plan forward.

I have faith that we can continue to work together so that down the road, we won’t regret a choice that could lead to a ‘here today, gone tomorrow’ scenario. We need to stand strong and commit to an opportunity that is truly poising itself as a chance of a lifetime to make 5 Acre Woods a gift to our community for now and for the generations to come who look to us to set an example and a precedent that is truly the voice, heart and soul of this very unique and precious city we all call HOME.

The power to make this happen lies with all of us, and I, along with many other involved residents, will continue our efforts to move forward. We thank you for what you have already accomplished and we continue to ask for your commitment, support and ongoing engagement with Seattle Public Utilities, King County and our State Representatives to keep us moving forward. I thank you for your time, your voice and your energy in keeping this vision for 5 Acre Woods alive.  

Sincerely,

Connie Barnes

